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Jesus said to them, “You will all become deserters for it is written, ‘I will strike the shepherd and the 
sheep will scatter’” . . . but Peter said to him, “Even though all become deserters, I will not.”  (Mark 14: 
27 – 29) 
 
I am too much like Peter at times.  I am so confident of my faith journey that I would never “fall away” 
or desert my Jesus.  But those word can be too prideful and often blind to the events of life that can 
shake us to the very core.  Some of you could very rightly respond, “Easy for you to say!” as there has 
been very little challenge or persecution or tragedy or loss that would test me to the same extent that 
Peter was tested, or as you may have been stretched and tried by the trials of living. 
 
The Greek word interpreted “to fall away” or “to desert” is rooted in the same word as “scandalous”.  
We could read, “You will all become scandalized for I will strike the shepherd”.  It was scandalous that 
Jesus whom the twelve followed as their Jewish Messiah would be arrested, tried and crucified.  Their 
understanding of the role of the Messiah didn’t fit the suffering Servant before them and they scattered, 
even as much as Jesus tried to prepare and warn them.  In our lives there are events that also can 
shatter what we believe to be the truth about God or his people and scandals that can push our faith to 
the limits and beyond. 
 
When the molestation of children by priests was revealed, so many of the Catholic tradition were 
scandalized at this evil and walked away in droves from the Church.  A pastor caught embezzling funds 
can cause a huge scandal at such a breach of trust.  When one believes that God will protect their 
beloved children, only to have them killed in a bus crash or mowed down by a crazy man in a white van, 
faith is scandalized – who is this all-powerful God and where is He?   
 
Those who have forsaken their walk with God are often disillusioned by the whole business for their 
ideas of who or what a God should be have been scandalized. Their specific church community failed 
them, or a Christian role model broke their trust or the God who heals didn’t heal, didn’t protect, didn’t 
intervene.  And when I think of my own faith journey, I wonder how firm I will stand if the bedrock of my 
beliefs about God get scandalized.  Will I stay, no matter what?  One key to withstanding the scandals 
that inevitably come is to be sure we have our theology correct.  Is God good only if Gods’ people prove 
to be good?  Will God’s sovereignty always trump a mentally unstable free will?  What does it mean to 
experience a faithful God in a fallen world?  My prayer is that I might continue to know the true God, 
revealed in Jesus through the Holy Spirit and not a god formed by my own ideas, values and perceptions.  
Scandals will surely tear that down.  And if some beliefs do get shattered, I cling to the hope of 
resurrection – that Jesus will come to me again and again as the Way, the Truth and the Life. 
 
By grace alone, 
 
Faye Reynolds 


