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Jesus said, “The knowledge of the secrets of the kingdom of God has been given to you, but to 
others I speak in parables, so that, “‘though seeing, they may not see; though hearing, they may 
not understand.’  Luke 8: 10 
 
Today I went for a walk around our Lethbridge Nature Reserve and there is a guided self-tour 
one can take by following the numbers along the path with a printed guide.  Rather than picking 
up the guide, I simply walked and stopped at each number to see if I could discern what they 
were wanting me to see.  I could not.  The trees and bushes at each number looked relatively 
the same.  There were no obvious wild flowers blooming or striking landmarks – it was trees 
and bushes and it was green – that was it.  
 
I think the reverse might also have been true.  If I had picked up the guide but not walked the 
trail, I don’t think I would have understood what the brochure was describing to me without 
seeing it for myself – the combination of experience and knowledge needed to come together 
for better understanding to occur.  My ponderings went to this verse – or one similar, of how 
we see but do not perceive without a knowledgeable guide to point out the significance of what 
we are viewing.  Ignorance blinds one to the wonder set before.  The secrets of the Kingdom 
remain secret unless God chooses to reveal them. 
 
How often have we wandered along life’s path without seeing God’s hand at work because we 
have not tuned into the Holy Spirit’s guidance and interpretation?  Similarly, to sit at home and 
read Scripture, but not engage in God’s world and with God’s people, the words can seem like 
rule and riddle with no rhyme nor reason.  But opening Scripture while tuning into our Holy 
Guide and Interpreter, and then experiencing that Word in the context of community – well 
that is the trifecta of Kingdom understanding – a holy trinity. As the Spirt breathes life, the 
Word is made flesh again among us while the Creative Father brings order out of chaos and 
light out of darkness and hope out of despair before our very eyes.   
 
My walk today reminded me that there is much more for me to see and perceive if I prayerfully 
invite the Spirit to shed some light and understanding on what is before me.  I see a grouchy 
neighbor, but do I perceive his isolation and pain?  I see a reckless youth, but do I understand 
his frustration and disappointments?  I experience an unchurched neighbor doing me a great 
kindness and see how I misjudged her heart because of her colourful language.  Lord, do not 
withhold your secrets from me but anoint me a greater portion of your Spirit that seeing, I truly 
may perceive and hearing I may actually understand your Word inhabiting our world.   
 
By grace alone,  
 
Faye Reynolds for Women in Focus 


