
James challenges us to 

“Consider it pure joy 

whenever we face trials of 

many kinds, because we 

know that the testing of 

our faith produces per-

severance.” (1:2-3) 

Joy is a choice! A choice 

that is very hard to make when things in our lives are overwhelming, 

discouraging or downright horrible.  Recently, in the face of some very difficult 

family circumstances, I’ve been blessed by the encouragement offered in 

Steven Curtis Chapman’s song Glorious Unfolding:  

      “‘Cause I know this is not anything like you thought the story of your  
      life was gonna be, and it feels like the end has started closing in on you  
      but it’s just not true. There’s so much of the story that’s still yet to   
      unfold. And this is going to be a glorious unfolding. Just you wait and     
      see, and you will be amazed. You’ve just got to believe the story is so   
      far from over. So, hold on to every promise God has made to us and  
      watch this glorious unfolding.” (2013 One Blue Petal Music) 
Yes, the stories of our lives have not been completely told and in the middle of 

the telling it may seem very dark, but God has written the end in the victory of 

Christ’s redemption, offering us hope as daughters of the King and promising 

joy in the journey with Him. 
Joyce Nickel                                                
President, Alberta Women in Focus 

 
 
Alberta Women in Focus offers a fall retreat – an opportunity to get away from 
the constraints of everyday responsibilities for a short while – to be refreshed, 
encouraged and challenged in your faith. Why don’t you consider joining us in 
Canmore this year? 

 “Come into My presence with a joyful heart, a heart that brings songs and 
thanks. In so doing, you mimic the atmosphere of heaven, and my joy  

  rains down on you to make your joy complete.”     Lorraine Marie Varela 

                                                                       Powerful Moments in the Presence of God 

 
Your AWIF Team 
President: Joyce Nickel - joycenickel@hotmail.com 
Registrar: Isabelle Johnson - isabellej@rocketmail.com 
Treasurer: Jannie Ypma - jankebypma@gmail.com 
Hotel Liaison: Janet Alexander – alexfarm.gh@gmail.com 
Media: Staci Layne-Linton - slayneli@gmail.com 
Communications: Laura Neaves – laurs37@hotmail.com  
Area Reps: Jean Brown - jeaneugene@xplornet.ca 
Sharon Lipkewich - sharonlipkewich@gmail.com 

Alberta Women in Focus-AWIF 

 
 

We are looking for women who feel called to serve 
and would consider joining our team to minister to women 

in our Canadian Baptist Churches of the Alberta Area. Contact Joyce. 
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Dancing in the Rain 

You are precious to me… dance with joy. Jer 31:4 

AWIF Retreat @ Ramada Inn & Suites, Canmore 

October 12-14, 2018 

Register at awifregistrar@hotmail.ca 
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