
“PORTRAITS OF GOD’S 
UNCONDITIONAL LOVE” 

 
OUTLINE 

This is an 8 week study taken from the Gospel of John.  
With Bible, notebook and imaginary camera we will seek 
to discover how the unconditional love of God applies to 
our daily living. Each session we will look into, and 
discuss a specific encounter Jesus had with individuals as 
he traveled with his disciples during his earthly ministry.  
Textbook: The Bible 
This study guide is compiled by Marleen Bahr to be used  
in the Bible Study option for Breakaway at  
North Langley Community Church for the fall of 2017. 
 
Study #1: October 4, 2017  
 
“Introduction to Portraits of God’s Love”  
 
Begin by interviewing each other and then introducing 
each other to the rest of the class. (Have someone 
casually snapping pictures during this time) 
Read: John 1:1-5, 19-23, 29-31  
Brief introduction of John the writer and John the 
Baptist. 
When Jesus first comes on the scene how does John the 
Baptist introduce Him?  
____________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________ 
 
If you were a reporter on the shores of the Jordon River 
what pictures would you try to capture? Discuss. 

Study #2: Oct 11th, 2017   
 
“The Stage is Set - Jesus Turns Water into Wine”       
Read John 2: 1-12  
We have been invited to this wedding. 
What do you see as the main and secondary props and 
who are the main characters?  
What do we observe? Let’s enter the celebration with our 
five senses. What do we see, hear, feel, smell and touch? 
What emotions do you detect? 
What was the purpose of this miracle?  
 
Study#3: Oct. 18, 2017 

 
“A Portrait of the Unconditional Love of Jesus” 
 
Read: John 4:1-26 “The Woman at the Well” 
(Brief information regarding Jews and Samaritans) 
 
In today’s drama the scene opens with Jesus sitting at the 
well waiting for his disciples.  Place yourself into the 
picture watching from above but totally unseen as the 
other main character enters the scene.  
Allow your mind to snap pictures as the story unfolds. 
Note the careful questions of Jesus and the changing of 
emotional response of the Samaritan woman. 
Where do you see the unconditional love and acceptance 
of Jesus? 
_____________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________ 
What is this woman’s deepest need and how does Jesus 
meet this need? 



Study#4: October 25, 2017 
 
“A Portrait of Jesus the Healer”    
 
Read: John 5: 1-15 (Read by two readers) 
Set the background for this encounter. Let’s call this 
fellow “Joe.” 
While this story is being read take note of: 

1. The questions Jesus asks and 2, the answers “Joe” 
gives. (Discuss) 

 
How and why does Jesus respond to the excuses Joe 
gives to whether he wishes to be healed or not? 
______________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________ 
 
Now let’s place ourselves somewhere under these 
covered porches observing this encounter with Jesus. 
What do you see? Where are you located? What do you 
feel? What is your issue (why are you here?) What is 
your response when Jesus asks you: “Do you want to get 
well?” 
Pause for quiet prayer.  (Write a brief prayer if you wish) 
 
The second scene is a little later in the Temple: 
 
Why was Joe in the Temple? 
Who spoke to him and what was the reason? 
What was the challenge Jesus gave him? 
Jesus says to us, “And surely I am with you always, to 
the very end of the age,…I will never forsake you!” 
“Thank You Father God for being with me always!” 

Study #5:   November 1st, 2017   
 
“The Portrait of Jesus as the Bread of Life” 
 
Read: John 6:1-15, 35-40. Mark 6:30-44 (two readers) 
Feeding of Five Thousand 
 
Make a list (use your notebook) of all the characters in 
this drama. Once again let’s gather on the hillside beside 
the Sea of Galilee. Watch and record the moves of Jesus 
as the crowd grows. Does he panic? How does Philip 
react to his question on where to buy bread? 
How does Andrew’s response to the situation differ from 
Philips?_______________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________ 
 
How does this story illustrate the great compassion of our 
Lord Jesus?____________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________ 
 
Why and how did Jesus avoid the pressure of the people 
to force him to become their king?  
_____________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________ 
 
Reread John 6:35-40 and spend a few moments quietly 
digesting the meaning of Jesus as the Bread of Life in 
your daily life. How does He or does He not satisfy the 
deepest longings of your life? 
 



Study #6: November 8th, 2017  
 
“A Portrait of Extravagance and Acceptance” 
 
Read John 12:1-8  
“Jesus Anointed at Bethany” 
 
Let’s join this party in our secret attendance and see 
where we place ourselves. What do you see? How do you 
feel? What do you smell and what is your inner response 
to the rebuke Jesus gives to Judas? 
 
Discuss how we might demonstrate our love for someone 
who has shown us great love and compassionate regard. 
 
Study #7: November 15th, 2017 
 
“The Portrait of Servant Love” 
Read: John 13:1-20 
“Jesus Washes His Disciples’ Feet” 
 
Today we will join the disciples in the upper room where 
they have just celebrated the Passover Meal together. We 
have been invited to participate in the meal and now we 
are sitting along the side of the room observing this 
amazing interaction. 
How does Peter respond and object?  
 
How do you respond when Jesus comes to you? 
What is your response to Jesus when He says, “Do you 
understand what I have done for you? (12-17) 
 
Discuss and pray with and for the person next to you. 

Study # 8:  November 22, 2017 
 
Review and discussion:   
 
Follow the study guide and have women share highlights 
or meaningful encounters from each session. 
 
Time for Questions, Sharing and Prayer: 


